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Medical Device Innovation Consortium Announces Board Members, Holds Inaugural Board of Directors Meeting
MINNEAPOLIS, MN – (April 2, 2013) – The Medical Device Innovation Consortium (MDIC), a public-private partnership committed to improving patient health through the application of shared knowledge in regulatory science, announces the election of officers to its board of directors.  Underscoring its focus on collaboration, the MDIC board brings together leadership from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), patient advocacy groups and the private sector.  Elections took place during the MDIC's inaugural board meeting, held recently in Washington, DC.  In addition to electing officers, the board identified and prioritized initial project areas and initiated efforts to recruit a full-time executive director.   

The MDIC named William Hawkins III, president and CEO, Immucor, Inc., to serve as chairman; Allan Coukell, deputy director of medical programs at The Pew Charitable Trusts, to serve as vice chair; Michael Minogue, president, CEO and chairman, Abiomed, Inc., to serve as secretary and David Perez, president and CEO, Terumo BCT, to serve as treasurer.
The MDIC also named the following individuals to its board of directors: Glenn Criser, senior vice president, quality, regulatory and clinical affairs, Biomet, Inc.; Vincent Forlenza, president, CEO and chairman, Becton, Dickinson and Company; Kathy Hudson, PhD, deputy director of science, outreach and policy, National Institutes of Health (NIH); Tamara Syrek Jensen, JD, deputy director, coverage and analysis group, Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS); Richard Kuntz, MD, senior vice president and chief scientific, clinical and regulatory officer, Medtronic, Inc.; Dee Mellor, chief quality officer, GE Healthcare; Daniel Moore, president and CEO, Cyberonics, Inc.; Ross Jaffe, managing director, Versant Ventures and representing the National Venture Capital Association (NVCA); Peter Saltonstall, president and CEO, National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD); Randall Schiestl, vice president, research and development and global technology, Boston Scientific Corporation; Jeffrey Shuren, MD, JD, director, Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH), Food and Drug Administration (FDA); Dale Wahlstrom, president and CEO, LifeScience Alley and The BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota and Nadim Yared, president and CEO, CVRx, Inc.  Dale Wahlstrom will serve as interim executive director of the MDIC.

The MDIC will initiate projects to address issues that are impacting the availability of advanced medical technology to patients through the application of regulatory science principles and tools.  Projects with the broadest impact to the industry will be pursued, and their outcomes will help to increase the safety and performance of products, reduce the time to market and reduce the cost of life-enhancing and life-saving products to the health care system.  
"The FDA is committed to working with all constituents in the medical device community to improve the health of patients through the availability of innovative and life-saving technologies," states Dr. Jeff Shuren.  "Working in the pre-competitive space gives us the opportunity to share vital resources that can advance regulatory science to help bring important, safe and effective devices to patients and providers more quickly and at lower cost."

The board established general criteria for project selection, discussed several potential project areas and selected three specific areas for a more detailed analysis prior to seeking final board approval.  These areas - clinical trial reform, computer modeling and simulation and patient centeredness/risk management - represent underlying issues impacting all medical device companies, offering great potential for large-scale impact.  As membership in the MDIC grows and resources become available more projects will be identified and initiated.  
"The MDIC is up and running and is seeking new members and partners to help put our projects into operation," states Bill Hawkins. "We are putting structure and processes in place to engage stakeholders in tackling specific issues that have the ability to advance the tools used to evaluate and approve medical devices."
About the Medical Device Innovation Consortium (MDIC)
The MDIC is the first public-private partnership created with the sole objective of advancing medical device regulatory science in an effort to improve product safety and performance while reducing cost and time to market. As chartered, the MDIC will function in the pre-competitive medical device space, providing a forum for collaboration to leverage resources and share critical information.  The mission of the MDIC is to promote public health through science and technology, to solve issues facing the industry while enhancing safe and effective product performance through the total product lifecycle of commercialized medical devices and to enhance trust and confidence among stakeholders.  
www.mdic.org 
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